INTRODUCTION

National Immunization Days for the Eradication of Polio have been successfully conducted for the last four years. In 1996, the two rounds were conducted in static health facilities with the objective of covering 50% of the target population. However 61% during the first and 71% during the second round, of all children under five years of age were vaccinated. In 1997 Vitamin A supplementation for under five  children was included. Ever since, NIDs have received full government and donor commitment as well as strong community support. 

1. IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 1999 NIDS

The objectives for 1999 NIDs were:

· To vaccinate 90% of all children under five years of age during the two rounds

· To give Vitamin A supplementation during the second round to all children between the ages of six months and five years as well as to lactating mothers.

The First round was conducted in November 6-7, while the second round was conducted during the 4-5 December 1999. (See details below)

Table 1. 1999 NIDs OPV COVERAGE by ZONE

ZONE
TARGET POP
FIRST ROUND
SECOND ROUND



VACCINATED
VACCINATED



< 5
%
> 5
< 5
%
> 5

SOUTHERN RED SEA
10,903
   8,009
73.4
 493
  8701
79.8
441

NORTHERN R. SEA
57,021
 34,210
60.0
1286
37,198
65.2
2403

ANSEBA
59,844
 59,470
99.3
 130
59,555
99.4
42

GASH BARKA
 97,385
 96,280
98.8
-
96,695
99.3
-

DEBUB
110,000
112,690
102.4
4310
110,241
100.2
3320

MAEKEL
 68,320
  67,432
98.7
1986
67,661
99.0
2282

TOTAL NATIONAL
403,512
378,091
93.7
8205
380,051
94.2
8,448

Table 2. VIT A DISTRIBUTION by RZONE

       ZONES


VITAMIN A DISTRIBUTION


 6-11 MONTH
   1-5YRS
    TOTAL
LACT.MOTHER

SUOTHERN RED SEA
       925
     5,858
     6,783
       250

NORTH. RED SEA
    6,876
   22,194
   29,070
    1,125

ANSEBA
    4,719
   40,867
   45,586
       450

GASH BARKA
    6,618
   66,287
   72,905
    5,398

DEBUB
  18,867
   68,785
    87,652
    6,212

MAEKEL
    6,483
   62,221
    68,704
    1,501

TOTAL
  44,488
 266,212
  310,700
  14,936







Table 3. NID VACCINATION SITES, No. Of HEALTH WORKERS and VOLUNTEERS PARTICIPATED by ZONE

      ZONES
     VACC. SITES
H.WORKERS INVOLV.
NO. VOLUNTEERS

PARTICIPATED


round 1
round 2
round 1
round 2
round 1
round 2

SOTHERN RED SEA
98
86
61
56
70
85

NORTH. RED SEA
159
212
192
168
146
101

ANSEBA
175
177
341
412
828
730

GASH BARKA
248
283
495
518
344
394

DEBUB
186
185
393
454
478
477

MEKEL
162
165
305
316
351
494

TOTAL
1028
1108
1787
1924
2215
2281

COMMUNICATION AND SOC. MOB. ACTIVITIES

· MASS MEDIA ( 
Radio, TV & Press)
Spot announcements, interviews with MOH authorities and information about the causes and consequences of the disease were aired ahead of the vaccination dates. Information about the vaccine, dosage and where to get vaccinated and the eligibility of children were repeatedly announced. These were conducted in different local languages of the country. TV spot announcements in two major languages were repeatedly aired to prepare the public and press conference with the Director of PHC during the eve of the First Round NID day. Private and public newspapers also wrote articles on how the polio could be eliminated and indicating the importance why each child should be vaccinated. They also printed the activities of the National EPI Programme and how and why it needs community support.

· MARCHING CELEBRATIONS

20,000 T-Shits were produced for children and adults with a child logo getting polio drops and were used during the marching celebration by young students in the major urban towns during the campaign.

· BANNERS 

60 banners in different local languages were produced and displayed on important and strategic locations indicating and reminding care takers the NID dates

· POSTERS and LEAFLETS 

4000 Posters in Tigrina, English and Arabic were distributed with a picture of a health worker giving polio vaccination to a child played.20,000 Tigrina and Arabic LEAFLETS AND FLYERS WERE produced and distributed to the general public detailing the objectives of the NID campaign, the consequences of the disease and the Vit. A deficiency in children. 

· POLIO SURVEILLANCE

Nine hospitals are selected as sentinel sites for polio surveillance activities. These hospitals are performing AFP surveillance activities and are reporting every month to the MOH. As of November 1999, 12 stool samples were sent to the Central Public Health Virology Laboratory in Kuwait. Results of seven stool samples have been received and so far, no wild polio virus has been identified. For the last four years no polio case has been identified in the health facilities in Eritrea. 

2. IMPLEMENTION OF THE GRANT

One of the major donors for the Eritrea NIDs is the United States. For 1999/2000 NIDs a generous contribution of USD 378,651.00 (SC/99/0263-1) from USAID was received. Out of the USD 170,000.00 allocated for 1999, $50,000.00 was used for social mobilization and IEC activities. $ 50,000.00 was utilized by procuring EPI supplies to strengthen and improve the national cold chain system and $70,000.00 was used to supplement the training and strengthening regional outreach activities including sub-district planing, monitoring and supervisory activities.

3. CONSTARINTS

There were no major constraints during the 1999 NIDs. However the following observations were made:

· During the NID campaign, some information reaching remote areas regarding the time and place of vaccination were not clearly understood by some villagers as planned.

· In some zones, lack of adequate number of vehicles was indicated.

· In the Northern Red Sea Region, some of the nomadic population targeted for vaccination was found to be constantly moving and some settlements were missed. To address this problem, the programme planned a pre-NID immunisation campaign in these areas, while providing additional transport to increase the OPV immunisation coverage.

4. LESSONS LEARNT

· Early planning, both at the national and regional levels enhanced good implementation of the campaign

· Involvement of partners, communities and other government sectors in the planning and implementation of the programme created a good team spirit 

· Because of travelling time and distance between nomadic settlements, hard to reach areas need at least a week to cover all the target population. 

· To overcome these problems, and to build upon the strengths identified above, the EPI Unit of the MOH has planned an early national NID evaluation and planning meeting. 

5. FUTURE PLAN

The PBA balance of $ 208,651.00 is going to be fully utilized in 2000 in accordance with the preliminary agreement of the scope of work reached between USAID, MOH and UNICEF. Tentatively the budget allocation is as follows:

· Procurement of polio vaccine =          $          110,000.00

· Training                                  =                        20,000.00

· Soc.Mob and IEC                   =                        58,651.00

· Prog. Monitoring ,EPI Formative Research =   20,000.00

TOTAL             =  $208,651.00      

The date for 2000 NID campaigns are the following: First round, 6 November; second round, 4 December.

